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6.0

Synthesis and Options

6.1 Distillation of Analysis/Gap Analysis

The planning process utilized a “gap analysis” methodology to identify differences in space capabilities between the 
Space Needs Analysis (SNA; See Section 4.0 Space Needs Analysis and Benchmarking) and the Facility Conditions 
Assessments (See Section 5.0 Physical Environment Analysis). The summary of the gap analysis indications takes 

include: 

6.1.1 Research Laboratories

 

directly impact the ability of the College of Letters & Science to meet their educational and research objectives.

 

the departments/programs and the associate deans.

 

 

accommodate changes in research functions. 
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6.1.2 Instructional Laboratories

 
projections of the SNA and input from representatives of the departments/programs and the associate deans. This 
decrease in teaching lab space is partially a result of the planned Chemistry Building Addition & Remodel project 
that will be providing additional teaching laboratory spaces when fully built.

 

 
attributed to the Chemistry and Physics Departments. Therefore, the facilities master plan’s study team elected 
to perform additional detailed interviews of representatives of these two departments to validate and clarify the 

6.1.3 

 

is tabulated at 52,600 ASF, while the projected target year surplus is 38,033 ASF. Generally, the L&S academic 

inconsistencies in departmental inventories and allocations.

 

6.1.4 Classroom Space

 The SNA suggests that there is a surplus of classroom space, however, the surplus does not actually exist. 
Most classroom space utilized by the College is allocated to the general assignment (GA) category, which was 
not analyzed as a part of this study. The facility conditions assessments suggest that current classroom space 
allocated to L&S is often not “right-sized” for larger class section sizes, or able to accommodate contemporary 

 
projected need for these types of spaces will increase directly in proportion to undergraduate student population, 
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collaborative or informal learning spaces are calculated at a new facility level for the recommendations of this 
study as a percentage of classroom space—generally calculated at 20% of classroom space.

6.1.5 Summary

 

addition projects) to meet the projected needs of the College of Letters & Science.

 
planned Chemistry and Music facility projects) is 1,594,667 ASF. Projected future space needs are for 1,797,142 

 
research, administrative, and support functions for this demographic population. The following section will 

The team looked at a multi-step approach to address the gap analysis as illustrated in Figure 6A.

STEP I

Long-Term Plan

Vision/Strategic 
Plan Alignment –
“L&S Priorities”
Balanced Utilization
Quality of L&S 
Campus
Improved Campus 
Systems
UW Campus Master 
Plan Integration

Re-assignment of 
space to address 
deficits / surpluses

Renovation 
Densification

Highest & Best Use –
Assess current use:
A. Continued Use & 

Investment
B. Alternative Use & 

Investment
C. Duration of Current 

Use 
D. Duration of 

Alternative Use

STEP IVSTEP III

Additions to Existing 
Structures

Additional Space
Deficits and 

“Impact”
Implications for 
Site Access
Feasibility

STEP II

New Structures

Location(s) – L&S
Campus MP 
Identification
Replacement Cost
Enabling Cost
Potential Space 
Available
Deficit and options 
for accommodation 
Alternative 
Facilities / 
Locations (offsite)

Figure 6A: Multi-Step Approach to Address Gap Analysis
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College, and to align with the L&S educational and research objectives. This will help to maintain a competitive peer 

adjustments to those planning variables and institutional direction. 

6.2 Planning Variables

construction priorities and recommendations on the basis of the following variables and assumptions:

1. Departmental and Program space projections. Current projections are based on thorough analysis of 
existing space allocations, meetings with the associate deans of the College to understand current and future 
growth projections, and through in-depth interviews of representatives of each department, program, center, 
and school within the College. The outcomes of these functions provided the space allocations utilized for the 
recommendations of this facility master plan.

2.  The College of Letters & Science depends heavily 
on general assignment (GA) class room space that is provided across campus, and in many cases within L&S 
facilities. Although some L&S allocated class room space does exist, it is in many cases isolated and does not 
support the main instructional needs of the College. Space projections for the recommendations of this master 
plan have been made to maintain both the L&S and GA instructional spaces, but increased in size to supportive 

3. The continued ability of existing space to meet functional requirements. Existing space, while valuable, 

critical component of the Facility Master Plan. How space is re-allocated, or re-purposed will have implications 
on response to short-term needs as well as long-term usefulness. It must be noted that renovation/space 
reallocation strategies will not relieve the need to expand/add space for the College of Letters & Science.

4. Supplementing existing departmental space with collaborative learning and community spaces. Much of 
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social/community spaces are present across the College’s facilities. These types of spaces are being added into 
space projections and incorporated into the recommendations of this Facility Master Plan.

5. Spaces planning standards and grossing factors. Spaces standards and grossing factor rates can have large 
impacts on the basic planning assumptions of new facilities. When new construction is considered as part of the 

Needs Analysis when analyzing projected space needs in existing facilities) are utilized for planning/ sizing 
.

Table 6A: Office Guidelines
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Grossing factors for new facility planning were original assumed as an average of 60–65% factors, utilizing 62.5%. 
Following consultation with the Core Team, and with consultation from UW System Administration, the factors were 
increased to ensure planning would be accurate to accommodate future facility needs. Refer to Table 6B: Grossing 
Factor Chart for additional information on the planning assumptions utilized in sizing the recommended new capital 
construction facilities.

Table 6B: Grossing Factor Chart

Priority

Humanities Hall

Ingraham Hall Add.

Psychology, CSD, CHM

Computer Science, Stats, SLIS

Integrative Biology

Baseline* Adjusted*

212,000 GSF
$135,000,000

200,000 GSF
$125,000,000

310,00 GSF
$235,000,000

125,000 GSF
$63,000,000

56,000 GSF
$40,000,000

240,000 GSF
$150,000,000

225,000 GSF
$142,000,000

355,000 GSF
$265,000,000

125,000 GSF
$63,000,000

56,000 GSF
$40,000,000

No Change –
Values based on 
Previous Studies

No Change –
Values based on 
Previous Studies

62.5% to 55%

62.5% to 55%

62.5% to 55%

*Baseline figures for Gross Square Footage are based on utilizing 62.5% grossing factor for all facilities; Adjusted figures utilize 
grossing factors of 55% for research intensive facilities, and 62.5% for research light facilities
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6.3 Letters & Science Priorities

Six main priorities have been developed as a result of this facility master plan study that will support the College 
to meet and exceed their strategic objectives, align with additional master plan studies on campus, and to position 
the College to respond to existing conditions and growth patterns. These priorities may be best achieved by the 
implementation of capital projects on campus or may be better suited for more modest solutions through renovations 
and building additions. The priorities have been developed to support current demands, to support future growth, 

Condition – L&S units are currently operating in aged facilities in poor to unsatisfactory physical facility 
conditions; Poor physical conditions are generally compounded by the demands created not only by college-
level instructional demands, but also by demands of teaching loads from non-college majors. 

Growth – Existing L&S facilities create an inability for existing L&S units to grow and expand due to increased 
research capabilities, college-wide enrollment increases, and university-wide enrollment increases; Many 
existing L&S facilities are aged and incapable of supporting modern teaching and research demands.

Vision – Ineffective relationships and collaborative opportunities not currently supported by L&S units that 
occupy multiple facilities located across campus; Synergies created by bringing together multiple L&S units in 
collaborative learning/research environments are not fully realized in present conditions.
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6.3.1 Priority: New Humanities Hall

Drivers and Goals:
 A new facility is considered and recommended to provide a new permanent home for many of the humanities 
departments and ethnic studies programs that are currently spread in multiple locations across campus. This 
proposed facility would create a new home for numerous humanities and ethnic studies academic units, and based 
on the preferred location, could create a gateway for an east-campus Arts & Humanities district at the corner of 
N. Park Street and W. Johnson Street.

 
George L. Mosse/Laurence A. Weinstein Center for Jewish Studies, which are currently located in the Mosse 

and by the 2015 Campus Master Plan Update12. Creating a new facility for these groups would be a step towards 
decommission and demolition of the Mosse Building. Other academic units located in this facility include the Art 
Department, Arts Institute, Arts Outreach, School of Music and the Mills Concert Hall, Summer Music Clinic, 
and Winds of Wisconsin.

 The basic planning for this recommended new facility is based on a feasibility study previously performed and 
published by Flad Architects—see Appendix Section 9.5.2 Humanities Hall Feasibility Study. In addition to 

informal learning spaces.

 A Facility Conditions Assessment was prepared outside of this Facility Master Plan by the UW-Madison 
Facilities Planning & Management. A copy of this report is included as Appendix Section 9.5.1 Mosse 
Humanities Building Assessment. The results of this study include a cost of approximately $62,000,000 in order 
to upgrade the existing facility to maintain the existing use.

Potential Site Locations for a New Humanities Hall:
Multiple options and alternatives were considered for a new Humanities Hall. These options include new capital 
construction sites on the existing Mosse Humanities Building site and the block south of Grainger Hall. Although the 
Mosse site is preferred to maintain a presence at that location on the Library Mall, and at the base of Bascom Hill, 
the logistics of utilizing that site proved to be very challenging. The preferred site for a capital facility is the block 
located south of Grainger Hall at the corner of N. Park Street and W. Johnson Street.

12The University of Wisconsin-Madison, <https://cpla.fpm.wisc.edu/2015-campus-master-plan/> (November 14, 2017).
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Options for utilizing space in existing facilities was 
also considered, but also proved challenging due to 
the general lack of large, contiguous areas of space 

the associated Humanities Departments and Ethnic 
Studies Programs. The main locations considered 
for remodels are the Mosse Humanities Building, 
Science Hall, and Helen C. White Hall. The Helen 
C. White Hall scenario is based on early scenarios 
of the Library Master Plan Study and the possibility 
of College Library moving to a new facility. The 

Library remaining, making this an non-viable 
option.

Figure 6B: New Construction - New Humanities Hall
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6.3.2 Priority: Ingraham Hall Addition

Drivers and Goals:
 A major facility addition is recommended at the west side of the existing Ingraham Hall facility located at the 

with a large, enclosed space that could be used to support multiple types of formal and informal learning and 
gathering activities. This addition would also provide new departmental spaces to relocate Political Science from 

 The basic planning for this recommended addition is based on a previous study performed by the UW FP&M—
See Appendix Section 9.5.3 Ingraham Hall Building Addition Survey. In addition to new modern departmental 
space, upgrades to existing classroom space and café are included.

Potential Site Locations:
 As a proposed major building addition, this priority was only considered to occur at the existing west side of 
Ingraham Hall. Based on previous studies performed by the University, the building addition would be positioned 

and scenarios were not considered as a part of this study.

 
that would be vacated by the L&S groups moving to Ingraham Hall. 
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Figure 6C: New Construction - Ingraham Hall Addition
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6.3.3 

Drivers and Goals:
 The Computer Science Department is currently occupying a facility that is at capacity with limited ability to 
support current plans for growth and increases in faculty hires. The existing Computer Sciences Building has 
been expanded multiple times and is limited in meeting the current and future research demands of its occupants. 
This results in a recommended new capital facility that will provide space to address these needs, while creating 
additional spaces to accommodate the Statistics Department (Medical Sciences Center) and the iSchool (formerly 
SLIS–School of Library and Information Studies, Helen C. White Hall). The synergies created by these groups 
will help facilitate and expand the growing needs for technology based modeling and research capabilities the 
reach across the College and campus.

 

Potential Site Locations for New Construction:
 Multiple options and scenarios were considered as a part of this study ranging from new standalone capital 
projects to major remodels or renovation projects to the existing Computer Sciences Building. Sites considered 
for new facilities include the site due east of the Wisconsin Institute for Discovery (WID) Building, the site 
currently occupied by the Integrative Research (formerly Zoology Research) Building and the Noland Integrative 
Biology (formerly Lowell E. Noland Zoology) Building, and the site located at the corner of N. Charter Street 
and Linden Drive. The preferred site location as a result of the studied scenarios is the site adjacent to WID 
due to the proximity to and potential relationships with the WID facility, the prominent site presence in central 
campus, and the ability to execute the project without major enabling projects—two physical plant facilities exist 

 As part of this study, the study team considered a major renovation and addition to the existing Computer 
Sciences Building that would add usable facility space on the north (opposite) side of railroad tracks that occur 
north of the existing building. A bridge could be constructed across the tracks to connect new and existing 
facilities. This scenario, however, is not included in the recommendations of this study due to the complications 
of building near/above existing rail tracks, coupled with the existing facility already having had two major 
remodels. The best outcome was determined for a new capital project facility.

 
provided at the existing facility.
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Figure 6D: New Construction - Computer Sciences
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6.3.4 
(CHM) Facility

Drivers and Goals:
 A new facility is considered and recommended for the Psychology Department that will create additional space 
to bring the Center for Healthy Minds and Communication Sciences & Disorders Department to a central campus 
location. This new facility will help promote collaborations and relationships between the Psychology, CHM, and 
CSD.

 This recommended facility will address the poor physical conditions of the Brogden Psychology building 

instructional, and clinical spaces. This new facility will also provide an opportunity to apply current design 
features of openness, with access to natural light, to improve upon the introverted, closed design features of the 
existing Brogden Building.

Potential Site Locations for New Construction:
 Multiple site options were studied for a new Psychology Building through both new capital construction 
projects as well as an option that would utilize a portion of the existing Brogden Psychology Building. The 
latter scenarios will keep the existing site presence on campus for the Psychology Department—a presence that 

 New facility locations that were considered include the site currently occupied by the Integrative Research 
Building and the Noland Integrative Biology Building, the existing Brogden Psychology Building site, the site 

the corner of N. Park Street and W. Johnson Street. The preferred site location is the Integrative Biology block, 

Harlow Lab and other Natural & Physical Science, and Social Science programs located along N. Charter Street.

 An alternative to a new standalone facility was considered for this priority that would retain the site presence on 
the current block that houses the Brogden Psychology Building. This would include a major building addition 
and renovation of a portion of the existing Psychology facility. In addition to the retaining the existing site 

Psychology Building, including a possible future building to house the Computer Science Department or a 
Wisconsin Institute for Discovery (WID) Part II facility.
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Figure 6E: New Construction - Psychology/CSD/CHM



Synthesis and Options continuedPage 
6.16

  •  

May 2018

6.3.5 Priority: New Integrative Biology Facility

Drivers and Goals:
 The Botany and Integrative Biology (formerly Zoology) Departments currently occupy three separate facilities on 
campus: Birge Hall, Integrative Research Building, and the Noland Integrative Biology Building. A new facility 
is recommended as part of this study that would allow these departments to come together into a single building 
on campus. Birge Hall in particular is an aged facility not originally designed to support modern research, while 
costs to renovate and upgrade systems are costly. A new facility will help address this factor, while providing new 

 
recommended facility. As discussed in greater detail later in this report, multiple recommendations are provided 

opportunity to maintain the presence and visibility of Birge Hall’s prominent location on Bascom Hill, while 
providing a link to open campus space and the existing Botany Gardens south of the existing building.

Potential Site Locations for New Construction:
 Multiple site options were studied for a new Integrative Biology Building through both new capital construction 
projects as well as an option that would re-purpose existing portions of Birge Hall with a major laboratory 
building addition. The former would create a new standalone location for Integrative Biology in a new home on 
campus that may offer better links to College of Agricultural & Life Sciences (CALS), while the latter would 

 Site options that were considered and analyzed for a new capital facility include the site currently occupied by 
the Integrative Research Building and the Noland Integrative Biology Building, a site located on the southwest 

potentially complicated enabling projects, the preferred and recommended site for a new Integrative Biology 
Building is located at the southwest corner of N. Charter Street and Linden Drive. This would provide proximity 
and closer link to CALS programs to the west on Linden Drive, retain proximity to the natural sciences facilities 
along N. Charter Street, and maintain a consolidated presence at the edge of central campus.
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 An alternative to a new standalone facility 
that was considered and included in the 
recommendations of this study is a major 
addition to and renovation of Birge Hall. This 
would be accomplished by a large, multi-story 
laboratory tower on the south side of Birge Hall 

utility intensive spaces for Integrative Biology. 

located in renovated portions of Birge Hall. 

maintaining a strong presence on Bascom Hill 
while creating a new link to open campus space 
and the Botany Gardens on the south side of 
Birge Hall at Lathrop Drive. This scenario may 

campus spaces.

Figure 6F: New Construction - Integrative Biology



Synthesis and Options continuedPage 
6.18

  •  

May 2018

6.3.6 Languages Building

Drivers and Goals:
 2015 Campus Master Plan Update. 
Although many other non-L&S occupants are located in this facility, it is the primary home of the languages 
departments that fall within the L&S Arts & Humanities academic unit. A new facility is proposed to support 
relocation of the languages departments as well as Learning Support Services. This proposed facility would be a 
major step forward that would support the demolition of Van Hise Hall.

Potential Site Locations for New Construction:
 The proposed site for a new Languages building was focused on aligning with a new Humanities Hall. Therefore, 
the preferred location would be the block located south of Grainger Hall at the corner of N. Park Street and 
W. Johnson Street. As discussed in the Humanities Hall Feasibility Study (See Appendix Section 9.5.2 
Humanities Hall Feasibility Study), a new Languages Building would be an ideal partner for a new Humanities 

 
a new Languages facility. Existing facilities in the College, or elsewhere on campus do not have surplus space to 
meet this demand. Therefore, the sole recommendation is for a new facility.

6.4 Potential Options

6.4.1 Potential Building Site Options

due to the breadth and complexity of the existing College facilities, the proposed recommendations, the limits of 
existing spaces/sites on campus, and limitations to available funding sources. While the existing facilities have been 
addressed in Section 5.0 Physical Environment Analysis, this section will address the potential building site options 
on campus and the proposed short-, mid-, and long-term projects that will help position the College to meet its current 
and future strategic goals and objectives.

implementation projects. This Facility Master Plan has been prepared to offer the College, University, and State a 
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and timing are unknown factors. Thus, each of the 
potential new building sites and recommendations 
can be implemented on a basis of selecting the best 
site and implementation strategy available at the 
time funding becomes available for the project. 
Many of the recommendations can actually work on 

the 7.0 Recommendations section of this study in a 
“preferred” site location based on different variables 
discussed herein.

Each of the potential new construction sites were 
analyzed for best and highest use. A summary of 
this analysis follows starting on the next page.

Figure 6G: L&S Sites
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6.4.1.1 Van Hise Hall Site

Future Facility Site Located at the Northwest Corner of Linden and N. Charter Street

This potential future project site is currently occupied by Van Hise Hall. Van Hise Hall is currently the home to 
the many L&S departments and programs including many of the Languages Departments, GA classrooms, and 

2015 Campus Master Plan Update
by the 2005 Campus Master Plan13

permanent homes in order to facilitate facility demolition.

The 2015 Campus Master Plan Update
build-out area of nearly 200,000 GSF. This future facility site is an ideal setting and at a major crossroads on campus, 
linking the central campus/Bascom Hill area to west-campus through Linden Drive.

13The University of Wisconsin-Madison, <https://cpla.fpm.wisc.edu/2005-campus-master-plan/> (May 18, 2018).
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Figure 6H: L&S Sites—Van Hise Hall Site
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6.4.2 South Linden Drive Site

Future Facility Site Located at the Southwest Corner of Linden and N. Charter Street

This potential future project site is currently occupied by the Middleton Building, Bradley Memorial Building, 
Bardeen Medical Laboratories, Service Memorial Institute (SMI), and Medical Sciences Building. College of Letters 
& Science entities only occupy minor footprints within these facilities with other non-L&S occupants. The existing 

2015 Campus Master Plan Update

demolition.

The 2015 Campus Master Plan Update
build-out area of greater than 200,000 GSF. This future facility site is an ideal setting and at a major crossroads 
on campus, linking the central campus/Bascom Hill area to west-campus through Linden Drive. It is also located 

2015 
Campus Master Plan Update is to be a large green roof that can provide usable outdoor space on top of a proposed 
underground parking garage.
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Figure 6I: L&S Sites—South Linden Drive Site
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6.4.2.1 Brogden/WID II Site

Future Facility Site Located on N. Charter Street between University Avenue and W. Johnson Street

This potential future project site is currently occupied by three major existing structures: the Brogden Psychology 
Building, Service Building (1217 University Ave), and Service Building Annex (1225 University Ave). L&S fully 
occupies the Psychology Building, while University support functions occupy the service buildings—multiple UW 
Physical Plant groups in the Service Building Annex and the sheet metal shop in the Service Building Annex. The 

2015 Campus Master Plan Update. 

facilitate facility demolition. A potential home for the occupants of the Service and Service Annex Buildings has been 

The 2015 Campus Master Plan Update

(WID) II. The original WID facility is located on the block to the west, with a portion of the WID facility located 
below grade on the southwest corner of the Brogden block. This potential building site falls at the central point of a 
major north-south natural and physical science corridor, and falls at a crossroads between south and central campus. 

block. It should be noted that there are underground vivarium facilities that are part of the WID, phase I development 
in the southeast corner of this block that will need to remain and need to be planned around as development of this 
block is considered and studied further.
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Figure 6J: L&S Sites—Brogden Psychology Site
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6.4.2.2 Integrative Biology (Zoology) Site

Future Facility Site Located on N. Mills Street between W. Johnson Street and W. Dayton Street

This potential future project site is currently occupied by the Integrative Research Building and the Noland 
Integrative Biology Building. College of Letters & Science entities are the primary occupants of both of these 
facilities with the Integrative Biology and Biocore Departments and GA classroom spaces accounting for the 

removal by the 2015 Campus Master Plan Update

The 2015 Campus Master Plan Update
GSF. This future facility site is an ideal location for a future L&S facility due to its prominence of current L&S use. 
Based on the projected overall full build-out capacities included in the 2015 Campus Master Plan Update, this site 
offers the single greatest site capacity of all studied sites and is an anchor for future development and growth of a 

southeast corner of the block as a link to similarly planned campus/open green space along W. Dayton Street.
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Figure 6K: L&S Sites—Integrative Biology Building Block
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6.4.2.3 Block South of Grainger Hall Site

Future Facility Site Located on N. Park Street between University Avenue and W. Johnson Street

This potential future project site is located just south of the Wisconsin School of Business in Grainger Hall, and 
is currently occupied by roughly twenty smaller residences and two older University residence halls—Susan B. 
Davis Residence Hall and the Zoe Baylis Co-Op. Of the smaller residences, the University currently owns roughly 

the University are allocated to the College of Letters & Science (215-217 N. Brooks Street, 209 N. Brooks Street, 
and 206 Bernard Court) and function as cultural and student centers. The existing buildings on this site have been 

2015 Campus Master Plan Update

The 2015 Campus Master Plan Update

from the south along N. Park Street. This site also provides proximity and access to a large portion of freshmen 

in the Campus Parking Plan to receive 350 below grade/below facility parking stalls and is a candidate for future 
campus/open green space on the southeast corner of the block as a link to similarly planned campus/open green space 

2015 Campus Master 
Plan Update is to be a large green roof that can provide useable outdoor space on top of a proposed underground 
parking garage.
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Figure 6L: L&S Sites—Block South of Grainger Hall
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6.4.2.4 Mosse Humanities Building Site

Future Facility Site Located on NE Corner of University Avenue and N. Park Street

This potential future project site is currently occupied by the Mosse Humanities Building. College of Letters & 
Science entities only occupy a portion of this facility, primarily with the History Department and School of Music. 
The Art Department (member of the School of Education) also occupies space within the Humanities Building. This 

2015 Campus Master Plan Update

new Performance facility for the Music Department is currently under construction at the time of publication of this 

Department to completely vacate their space in the building. This future academic building is currently planned for 
the block north of the Music Performance Facility. In order for this future facility to be built for Music, an enabling 

The 2015 Campus Master Plan Update
build-out area of nearly 250,000 GSF. This future facility site is an ideal setting in a prominent location at the base 
of Bascom Hill, and adjacent to the Library Mall. This site may have design implications due to its location in the 
Bascom Hill Historic District. Any new facilities on this site would also need to include 450 below grade/ below 

2015 Campus Master Plan Update.
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Figure 6M: L&S Sites—Mosse Humanities Building Site
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6.5 Other Considerations

6.5.1 Consolidations and Strategic Maneuvers

6.5.1.1 Landscape Architecture and Urban & Regional Planning

The Landscape Architecture Department has recently moved from the College of Agricultural & Life Sciences 
(CALS) to the College of Letters & Science (L&S). This is a strategic move that helps bring together Landscape 
Architecture and the Department of Urban & Regional Planning (URPL) to build on commonalities in faculty, 
research, and learning into a new Department of Planning and Landscape Architecture (DPLA). Due to the 

aided design studios, the collocation of the two departments should be located in a single new location. All efforts 
should be made to have the two prior departments in one facility rather than in split locations.

Landscape Architecture currently is located in Agricultural Hall and occupies approximately 14,000 ASF of space in 
the following breakdown of functional use categories:

Studio Space 7,165 ASF
Classroom Space 907 ASF

5,970 ASF
Subtotal 14,042 ASF

URPL is currently occupying approximately 4,102 ASF of space in Music Hall in the following breakdown of 
functional use categories:

Teaching Lab (Computer) 660 ASF
2,998 ASF

Informal Learning 445 ASF
Subtotal 4,102 ASF

replace existing space allocations and provide potential additional space for future growth and/or additional informal 
learning spaces. Music Hall does not currently have any open space to accommodate a Landscape Architecture 
relocation. A remodel of the existing attic space was suggested by a departmental representative, although this was 
not studied or considered in the recommendations of this study.
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Future open space should be sought in L&S facilities that will accommodate the new merged Department of Planning 
and Landscape Architecture, or at least the Landscape Architecture portion from Agricultural Hall. It is likely that an 

6.5.1.2 Center For Healthy Minds

The Center for Healthy Minds (CHM) currently occupies off-campus leased space with a mid- to long-term goal of 
relocating to central campus. They are currently located in a facility at 625 W. Washington Avenue in approximately 
27,000 GSF (calculated as approximately 19,000 ASF) of leased space. As previously noted and discussed in this 
study, CHM have close research ties and faculty with the Psychology Department. Relocation into a new Psychology 
facility would be an ideal departmental relationship while also providing a potential driver to bring the group back to 
campus.

6.5.1.3 Wisconsin IceCube Particle Astrophysics Center

The Wisconsin IceCube Particle Astrophysics Center (WIPAC) currently occupies off-campus leased space with a 
short- to mid-term goal of relocating to central campus closer to the Physics Department. WIPAC is currently located 
in a facility at 222 W. Washington Avenue in approximately 20,000 GSF of leased space. WIPAC is best suited to be 
located near the Physics Department, therefore available space should be prioritized for their relocation in vicinity 
of Sterling Hall or Chamberlin Hall. This space could become available through construction of a new Humanities 
Hall (relocation of Gender & Women’s Studies and Comparative Literature & Folklore Studies in Sterling Hall), and 
through addressing underutilized space in the basement of Sterling Hall.

considering appropriate and potential solutions.

6.5.1.4 Waisman Center

The Waisman Center is a multi-disciplinary research located on the west side of campus near the UW Hospital. Two 
L&S departments currently utilize space at the Waisman Center: Communications Sciences & Disorders (CSD) 
and the School of Social Work. Although both of these departments may take advantage of the cross-disciplinary 
opportunities, they are in the Waisman Center to meet space demands that are not currently provided by Goodnight 
Hall (CSD) and the School of Social Work Building.
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6.5.2 

master plan study, the recommendations of the General Library Master Plan Study14, and/or other L&S strategic 

would lead to potential space availability.

6.5.2.1 Humanities Priority

The construction of a new Humanities Hall facility will provide a new home for humanities departments and ethnic 

 Helen C. White Hall, Afro-American Studies – 3,607 ASF
 Bradley Memorial Building, Religious Studies – 1,000 ASF
 Ingraham Hall, American Indian Studies, Asian-American Studies, and Chican@/Latin@ Studies – 3,114 ASF
 Sterling Hall, Comparative Literature & Folklore Studies, and Gender & Women’s Studies – 13,654 ASF
 Van Hise Hall*, Center for Jewish Studies and CANES – 3,566 ASF
 Mosse Humanities Building*, History and Center for Jewish Studies – 20,412 ASF
 Meiklejohn House*, Integrated Liberal Studies – 2,817 ASF

*

6.5.2.2 Ingraham Hall Priority

The construction of a new Ingraham Hall Building Addition provides a new home for Political Science and the La 

 North Hall, Political Science – 12,219 ASF
 

14University of Wisconsin-Madison Campus Libraries Facilities Master Plan, <https://www.library.wisc.edu/about/administration/facilities-master-plan/> 
(May 8, 2018).
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6.5.2.3 Computer Science Priority

 Helen C. White Hall, iSchool – 10,828 ASF
 Computer Sciences & Statistics Building, Computer Science – 53,675 ASF
 Medical Sciences Center, Statistics – 13,870 ASF
 Service Memorial Institute*, Statistics – 3,978 ASF

*

6.5.2.4 Psychology Priority

where space would be vacated as a result of this priority include:

 Goodnight Hall*, Communications Sciences & Disorders – 25,836 ASF
 Brogden Psychology Building*, Psychology Department – 52,950 ASF

*

6.5.2.5 Integrative Biology Priority

The construction of a new Integrative Biology Building would vacate space currently occupied in three existing 

include:

 Birge Hall, Botany and Integrative Biology – 80,289 ASF
 Integrative Research Building*, Integrative Biology – 25,443 ASF
 Noland Integrative Biology Building*, Integrative Biology and BioCore – 48,782 ASF

*
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6.5.2.6 Languages Building

The construction of a new Languages Building will provide a new home for African Cultural Studies, Asian 
Languages & Cultures, French & Italian, German Nordic Slavic (GNS), the Language Institute, Learning Support 
Services (LSS), Linguistics, and Spanish & Portuguese that are currently located in Van Hise Hall. This will provide 

 Van Hise Hall – 67,475 ASF

6.5.2.7 Library Master Plan Recommendations

repurposed and reallocated into space that addresses current or future space needs of L&S programs and departments:

 Sewell Social Sciences Building, Social Science Reference Library – 2,582 ASF
 Science Hall, Geography Library – 8,162 ASF
 Van Vleck Hall, Math Library – 6,534 ASF
 Sterling Hall, Astronomy Library – 1,979 ASF
 Chamberlin Hall, Physics Library – 6,411 ASF*
 Weeks Hall, Geology and Geophysics Library – 8,514 ASF
 School of Social Work Building, Social Work Library – 3,900 ASF

*A tentative plan is to combine the Math and Astronomy Libraries into the Physics Library, thereby reducing the 
availability of space in Physics for reassignment.

In addition to the above GLS Library spaces housed in L&S facilities, 19 additional special purposed libraries are 
maintained by the College. These libraries will be reviewed by L&S in consultation with GLS to determine whether 

alternative functional use
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6.5.3 Physics and Chemistry Departments

Two of the larger departments in the College, both within the Natural and Physical Sciences, show large projected 

such, the facilities master plan team elected to conduct follow-up interviews of both departments to further identify 

6.5.3.1 Chemistry Department 

Space Function Baseline Year Target Year
Research Lab 60,326 ASF 68,154 ASF
Teaching Lab 75,778 ASF 30,781 ASF

The Chemistry department experiences reaching demands that come from both within L&S and outside of the 
College. When university-wide enrollment increases, it directly increases the teaching demands on the Chemistry 
department. For every two new university-wide students, one of them will take a chemistry course. As such, the 
current teaching lab sections are full or beyond capacity, in many cases pushing the upward limits of the teaching lab 
utilization rates. UW System standard utilization rates of 24 hours/week were utilized in the original SNA. Many of 
the existing chemistry teaching labs are operating beyond 40 hours/week. By modifying the utilization rates upwards 

A new chemistry building addition project is currently under design at the time of publication of this facilities master 
plan study. That project will directly impact (through design or refurbishment) approximately 53,000 ASF of space. 
When fully built-out, approximately 45,000 ASF of new chemistry teaching lab space for Physical Chemistry, 
Analytical Chemistry, and Organic Chemistry will be added for the department. The addition of this new space, with 

projections.

expenditures, compared against peer institutions for determining the space analysis. As part of this space validation 

are illustrated in Table 6C: Space per Researcher Peer Comparison

accommodate one new faculty hire. This combined with the addition of approximately 9,000 ASF of research space 
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Table 6C: Space per Researcher Peer Comparison

Building Total ASF PER 
Researcher

Total Lab ASF 
PER T/TT

Total Lab + Lab 
Support ASF 

PER T/TT

Building Total 
ASF of 

Research

University of Wisconsin Biochemical Sciences 118 945 1,109
University of Alberta CCIS 119 1,313 1,441

Rutgers, Chemistry Biology Building 188 1,507 1,614
UIC at Chicago ACT 131 788 1,118

Purdue University Bindley Bioscience Engineering Center 182 990 1,206
Indiana University –Multidisciplinary Science 118.5 474 631
The City University of New York (C.U.N.Y.) 139.5 558 673

Indiana University – Simon Hall 146.5 586 1,157
Iowa State – Hach Hall 241 2,413 2,754

University of Maryland – Wing I 181 1,089 -
Benchmark Average 156 1,066 1,300
UW Chemistry-Shain 149.4 1,494 2,096

UW Chemistry-Mathews 167 1,339 1,870
UW Chemistry - Daniels 156 1,871 2,550

Chemistry 1,538 2,327 93,078
Chemistry Space Analysis (Per Expenditures) 3,835 153,404

Chemistry ASF using benchmark average (40 T/TT) 1,300 52,000
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6.5.3.2 Physics Department 

Space Function Baseline Year Target Year
Research Lab 62,248 ASF 85,565 ASF
Teaching Lab 15,040 ASF 18,925 ASF

compounded by the desire to pull WIPAC back to central campus to promote adjacency and relationships with the on-
campus presence of the Physics Department.

The Physics Department is seeing recent trends of steady increase in enrollment of their courses due to the demand 
for science courses from STEM-related L&S departments and non-L&S colleges across campus. Current lab section 
are generally 18–24 students, fully enrolled and at capacity. In many cases prep occurs over the weekends in order 
to support increased utilization of teaching lab spaces. UW System standard utilization rates of 24 hours/week were 
utilized in the original SNA. Many of the existing physics teaching labs are operating near or beyond 40 hours/week. 

expenditures, compared against peer institutions for determining the space analysis. Follow-up interviews with 
representatives of the Physics Department, including the department head indicate that the department currently 
projects that they are 97% full, effectively at capacity for research space. This limits the department and will not 
support the growth goals of hiring 4–5 new faculty members. It should be placed as a short-term priority of the 
College and department to seek immediate space opportunities to address these demands. 


